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Steps?2

1)  Once you have successfully passed the RCPSC written examination, the 
QE1, and the LMCC, or acceptable qualifying exam, you may be eligible 
for CPSO Licensure under the PER policy

2)  For an IP once all outstanding RCPSC examinations and RCPSC time in 
practice requirement has been met and you have obtained certification

Eligible for 
CPSO License? 
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•  Internationally trained physicians outside of RCPSC-approved jurisdiction/
program  

•  Royal College grants eligibility to write the RCPSC exam via the practice 
eligibility route  

•  Please contact RCPSC for eligibility requirements and the process

Policy?

Please select the link to review the CPSO policy – CPSO - Specialist 
Recognition Criteria in Ontario

Specialty 
Recognition 
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3

•  Restricted certificate of registration to practice under supervision and 
limited to scope and location 

• Once RCPSC certification is obtained, may be eligible to apply for:
        – Independent Practice Certificate of Registration  
•  License is valid for three years or until you have obtained certification with 

RCPSC

Please select the link to review the CPSO policy – Restricted Certificate of 
Registration for RCPSC Practice Eligibility Route

Steps to be completed before you are eligible to apply for a license with 
CPSO:
1) Apply to the RCPSC 
2) Obtain eligibility to write examinations via the practice eligibility route  
3) Pass the written examination in primary specialty  
4) Also must have passed QE1 and obtained LMCC  
Requirements under the restricted certificate:
1)  Practice under supervision to complete the RCPSC’s time-in-practice 

requirement and pass all outstanding examinations  
2) Obtain Royal College Certification  

https://www.cpso.on.ca/Physicians/Registration/Registration-Policies/Specialist-Recognition-Criteria-in-Ontario
https://www.cpso.on.ca/Physicians/Registration/Registration-Policies/Specialist-Recognition-Criteria-in-Ontario
https://www.cpso.on.ca/en/Physicians/Registration/Registration-Policies/Restricted-Certificate-of-Registration-for-RCPSC-P
https://www.cpso.on.ca/en/Physicians/Registration/Registration-Policies/Restricted-Certificate-of-Registration-for-RCPSC-P

